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‘A Lynchburg man was sentenced.
Wednesday to more than 44 years in
prison in connection with the murder
of his roommate and other charges.

Garry Antoine Smith Jr., 26, received

a 30-year sentence for second-degree
murder in the November 2014 fatal
shooting of 34-year-old Carrington
Rondell Banks, .

Lynchburg Circuit Court Judge E Pat-
rick Yeatts sentenced Smith to another
five years on a Schedule I/1I drug pos-
session charge plus five years on a pair
of firearms charges,

an gets 44 years in shoo

Had entered A]fd.rd pleasin March to second-degree murder,. drug and firearm charges

* In March, Smith entered Alford pleas
— maintaining his innocence but
admitting prosecutors had enough
evidence to convict him — to second-
degree murder and the drug and fire-
arm charges. He had faced a first-de-
gree murder charge, which prosecutors
reduced in exchange for his pleas.

Yeatts also ordered Smith to serve four

years and nine months of [@
a suspended prison sén-
tence from previous drug
andfirearms offenses con-
secutively with his new |
sentence, bringing the
total active sentence to.44
years and nine months. . Smith ¢
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* See CHARGES;, Page C4
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suspended sentence will
be served concurrently,
Chief Deputy Common-
wealth’s Attorney Chuck
Felmlee said after the
hearing. Shibai:
‘Smith shotBanks point-
blank in the chest on Nov.
22, 2014, during an argu-
ment at Banks" home in
the 1800 block of Georgia
Avenue, Felmlee said dur-
ingWednesday’s hearing.
Smith, whose father is
- alcousin of Banks! father,
' was living with Banks af-

ter being released. from

jail the previous Decem-
ber, Felmlee said,
“[Banks] was looking
out for this. partictilar de-
féndant,” he said.
Smith was in the. living
roem  with. Banks' son
when Banks heard a ver-
bal disturbance between
the twe, he said. When
Banks . entered the - liv-
ing room to investigate,
‘Banks and Smith got into
an argument and Smith
shot Banks in the chest,

Felmlee said during the

hearing.

.. Smith did not attempt

to aid Banks, Felmlee
said, adding he instead
left the home and soon
was apprehended.

Banks was pronounced
dead at the scene, police
have said. A .40-caliber
bullet went through his
right Jung and part of his
liver, Felmlee has said.

About. 10 - of Banks’
friends and family mem-
bers were in the court-
room, including his fa-
ther, ‘Carrington Banks,
and mother, Dorothy
Banks. Both testified at
the hearing,

“I understand death ...
but just being taken away,
it was terrifying,” Dorothy
Banks said -as she talk-
ed about her son’s love

. for his children and his

plans to purchase a home

across the street from her

and her husband. ;
“It'sbeenhorrible in the
family,” Carrington Banks
said. “Why do you have to
take somebody’s life?”
“No words can describe
the disgust that we all
have for this defendant,”

LOCAL .

Felmlee said during the
hearing. “I think we all
know what a jury’s recom-
mendation would have
been. Lock him up and
throw away the key.”

Smith's attorney, Gary
Straw, mentioned the
lack of violent offenses
in his client’s past, other
than a misdemeanor as-
sault conviction. He said
Smith grew up without
a father, as his own was
in prison for years of his
childhood.

“This is a senseless,
unexplainable act of vio-
lence,” Yeatts said before
handing down his sen-
tence. “Your record really
speaks volumes; it tells
the court all it needs to
know.” i

Banks apologized for his
actions.

“Iloved him,” he said. “
wish there was something
I could do.”

Smith has been incar-
cerated in the Lynchburg
Adult Detention Center
since the day of the in-
cident, according to on-
line jail records. He will
receive credit for time '
served.



