Man pleads gullty to fatally stabbmg nephew

Judge sentences him to 25 years in prlson theg“;;‘:::el;‘;;%meg;b‘;gnyig,?:‘g
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Cortez Hamletl: loved his aunt
Ruby like she was his own mother.

So when she ran into his James
Crossing apartment to get away
from her estranged husband, Gary
Henry Jackson, 41, who had been

ehoking her, he stepped in. :
; -Hémlett 20, died five days Iater

. !.ofvJune 26 from stab wounds inflict-

ed by Jackson with a pocketknife.
On Friday, Jackson pleaded guilty

to second-degree murder as part of
a plea agreement with prosecutors,

who had planned to try Jackson on

first-degree murder charges in front

of a jury in December.

‘hero die,”

_ prison. -

. »“We've had people step in (to
‘help) before, but I've never had the
: sald Lynchburg Deputy -
Commonwealth’s Attorney Chuck

Felmlee after court.
“All- murder cases are difficult,

but especially a case like this when

Cortez Hamlett was standing up for

Please see STABBING, Page B3

€ A Il murder cases are

| difficult, but especial-
ly a case like this when
Cortez Hamiett was

standing up for his aunt.

Cortez was a true hero..

Chuck Felmlee,
Lynchburg deputy °
commonwealth's attorney .
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