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Renee Annette Jones; 36, was
joking around, laughing, but get-
ting alittle loud, her husband, Troy,
thought.

The couple and a friend were on
their way to the Texas Inn just

" hefore 1 a.m. May 13, 2004,

Troy Jones -and hls wife had
been drinking and smoking some
marijuana with friends at a cook-
out, he testified Monday in
Lynchburg Circuit Court.

He worried that she might get in
trouble for being too loud at the
restaurant, so he dec‘lded not to go,
he*said..

But Renee got upset with his
decision and demanded to be let

out of the car. Though he didn't:

want to, Troy Jones let her out of
the car near the Grace Street exit

- off the Expressway.

When he returned for her 20
minutes later, it was too late.

His wife of eight months, a
mother of three teenagers, was

lying dead in the southbound lanes
of the Expressway.

The woman accused of hitting
Renee Jones with her car and leav-
ing ‘the scene of an accident faced
the first:day of what is scheduled
to be a three-day jury trial Monday.

Mary Elizabeth Miller, 22, of
Hendersonville, Tenn., showed lit-

tle emotion as witnesses described

- seeing Jones in the road alive; find-

ing Jones in a bloody heap later on;
and how pohce came to suspect
Miller.

“It’s a classic case of whodumt 4
Deputy Commonwealth’s Attorney
Chuck Felmlee said in his openmg
statement.

Please see TRIAL, Page c2
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As the court clerk read the ,]ury’s ver-

dict Tuesday evening; tears began to

slide down Mary Miller's pale face.
A Iynchburg jury of eight women

" ‘and four men found. the 22-year-old

guilty of running over Renee Annette
Osborne Jones with. her dark green

Honda Accord on the Expressway and

leaving the scene of the fatal accident, -
Police found Jones, 36, a mother iof

three teenagers and married for eight

‘months, dead just after 1 a.m. May 13

2004.
More than a dozen of Jones” famlly
members and friends, who have attend-

‘ed the trial since Monday, smiled and
.-could barely contain then'Joy after hear—

ing the verdch shr

T

“'m pleased and relieved,” Jones’
mother, Laura Runkle, said outs;de the

Runkle and - Jones' daughter,
Roxanne Osbome, 14, often cried softly
during the trial and 1eft the courtroom

: courthouse

. when the prosecution showed a photo

of ‘Jones' mangled bloodied corpse,

. whichi barely resembled a body except .
for.the T-shirt and jean shorts, on a pro- -
1 'Jecnen screerL :

“I'm JUSt happy it's done and over and
she got what she desewed, Osbome
said. -+ -

The jury dellberated fora httle more

than an hour before reaching its deci-

sion just before 6:30 p.m. Tuesday. They

will return to court.today to hear sen-.

tencing arguments and recommend a
punishment for Miller. She faces one to
10 yearsiin prison.

Rdanoke defense attomey Davxd ]

‘ed withthe jury’s deci-:
-'sion, but that, judging

oman found guilty in hit-and- -run

Famlly pleased and relleved Jury to recommend sentence today

Da.tmco Sald after the
hearing that they were
obviously disappoint-

MIIIer

from the jurors’

expressions, he felt

like they considered his arguments. = .
“I hope that they’ll sta].l see some

i
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